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Hille Perl and Lee Santana have worked together as a duo since 1984.

They met at the central station in Bremen, Germany and started out to do many concert tours from there. They have played in many parts of the world, amongs others all over Europe,  in the USA, in Japan and Mexico, Australia, Russia and Israel. They have been members of a number of Early Music-ensembles and recorded countless CDs, f.i. with the Freiburg Baroque Orchestra, Musica Fiata and Les Nations.

In 1997 Hille’s first solo-CD  ‘Seven Strings and More’ (with music by Monsieur de Sainte Colombe) was published on the label dhm/BMG. In 1998 she recorded the Bach sonatas for Viola da Gamba and Harpsichord with Michael Behringer for Haenssler, and in 1999 her CD of arrangements of different works by Bach ‘...per la viola da gamba...’ was oublished.

Two more CDs, one that explores the fantastical literature of the Viola Bastarda, and one with early works by Marin Marais followed on dhm/BMG (‘Doulce Memoire’ and ‘pour la violle et le théorbe’, see also www.hillenet.net).

In 2002 she became professor for viola da gamba and early music at the University of the Arts in her home-town of Bremen, Germany.

This is where she teaches her students everything she knows about music, the art of playing the viola da gamba but also, how not to be jealous if somebody plays better that you.

Lee Santana started to write a series of compositions in 1984, he composed pieces for instruments of the lute-family, later compositions for viola da gamba, recorders, small baroque orchestra, several mixed ensembles, two song-cycles and three ballets.

Thus the duo not only keeps exploring the acoustic neighborhood of ancient musics but also develops contemporary works. A documentation of this can be found on the CD ‘THE STAR AND THE SEA’ which was published on the label Carpe Diem.

Steve Player, the dancer and guitarist has enriched the musical life of the aforementioned duo since 1998. The cooperation of the three artists started when they were the backup band for other musicians. On long tours throughout the world they developed their directorless ensemble-concept. The programs they play  all leave a lot of space for improvisation and spontaneitiy and are thus as well the expression of their philosophy.

Hille Perl, Lee Santana and Steve Player consider themselves and their music as a total work of art, in constant change, communication and development, a work in progress at all times.

All three live in different parts of Europe on farms where they play their music and with their children, horses, chickens and have thus more projects that are constantly growing.

We need magic

and bliss

and power, myth and celebration

and religion

in our lives,

and music is a good way

to encapsulate a lot of it.
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